
Dear Alastair 
 
The Socialist Alliance is actively involved in campaigning for LGBTI 
rights. Our members have helped initiate the Marriage Equality 
campaign in Sydney and in other cities and more recently we helped 
bring together the Defend Safe Schools committee. If elected, our 
candidates will take our strong activism on these issues into Parliament 
and we will use our position to help mobilise even stronger public 
pressure for change. 
 
In answer to your specific questions: 
 
1.     Will you repeal sub-section 37(1)(d) of the Sex Discrimination Act 
1984, which currently allows religious organisations to discriminate 
against LGBTI employees, and LGBTI people accessing services, in a 
wide range of areas of public life? 
 
Yes. The law should not allow religious organisations to discriminate 
against LGBTI people. 
  
2.     Will you repeal section 38 of the Act that provides religious schools 
with the ability to discriminate against LGBTI teachers and students? 
 
Yes. We do not agree with this discrimination. 
  
3.     Do you commit to introducing new laws to protect LGBTI Australians 
against vilification, on an equivalent basis to racial vilification laws? 
 
Yes. This would be a step in the right direction. However, given how 
often the law is ignored, this would not be enough. There are laws 
prohibiting discrimination against women (wages etc) are not 
enforced.    
  
4.     Will you establish a position of LGBTI Discrimination Commissioner 
within the Australian Human Rights Commission, with similar 
responsibilities to existing Commissioners covering the areas of Race, 
Sex, Disability and Age? 
 
Yes. Again, this would not be enough. We’d also be helping the 
movements of LGBTI people to put the pressure on MPs. 
  
5.     Will you oppose the inclusion of new exceptions in any marriage 
equality legislation that would seek to provide civil celebrants, and 
businesses providing wedding-related services, with the ability to 
discriminate against LGBTI couples? 
 



Yes. 
 
I hope this answers your concerns. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Peter Boyle 
Socialist Alliance candidate for Sydney	


